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FPD announced July 16, the
Royal Kerckhaert Horseshoe
Factory has acquired the
Diamond Farrier division of
Apex Tool Group (ATG).
Kerckhaert will be
distributing the Diamond brand in 77 countries through
their distribution partners. Effective August 1, 2015, FPD
will be the exclusive distributor for Kerckhaert in the U.S.
and Canada, of all Diamond brand horseshoes and tools.

“We have had a long and successful relationship with
Kerckhaert and are confident, with their exceptional
attention to quality and detail, Diamond customers will
be pleased with this acquisition,” says Dan Burke,
President of FPD.  “Diamond has been a mainstay in the
farrier market since 1906 and FPD will work to grow the
brand in the U.S and Canada.”

“We are very excited about this new opportunity,” Martin
Kerckhaert of the Royal Kerckhaert Horseshoe Factory
commented.  “For four generations, Kerckhaert has been
dedicated to designing and manufacturing horseshoes
and related products that enhance the work of the farrier.
We understand what Diamond customers want and need
and we are well positioned to ensure the ongoing success
and improvement of the product line.  With the
experience and knowledge FPD has in distribution, we
are confident the Diamond legacy will continue.”

FPD has been the leading wholesale distributor of farrier
products in the United States and Canada for more than
25 years and has a well established reputation for
excellence in the farrier market.

Ranger Horseshoe Line: Now
Available in Lite, Plain and Lite Rim
The new Ranger Horseshoe
Line by Kerckhaert has
been designed for
everyday use in both work and pleasure.  With a
higher grade of steel and v-crease, these shoes
provide the perfect solution for farriers who want the
best results at the best price.
Ranger Series Available Through FPD  Dealers!
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The original unclipped style, most popular on the
hunter jumper circuit.  A
broad choice of steel
sizes, made in front and
hind patterns - left and
right, makes this an
extremely versatile series.

Punched for E-head.

RANGER PLAIN 
One Shape 9mm -
Unclipped -  00, 0, 1, 2, 3

RANGER LITE 
One Shape 8mm -
Unclipped -  000, 00, 0, 1, 2, 3

FOR BEST RESULTS USE
LIBERTY NAILS WITH THE
NEW RANGER SERIES 

RANGER LITE RIM 
One Shape 9mm -
Unclipped -  000, 00, 0, 1, 2, 3



One of the ideas we see in clinics and
articles and in AFA certification is the
need to be careful in paring the sole -
taking only a minimal amount of sole. In
many cases a good wire brushing will
clean up the sole enough and no cutting
may be necessary. Of course, any areas
that look like they may be undermined or
likely to be trapping bacteria should be
investigated and pared as necessary.
Inevitably you come across thin-soled
horses that can use some sole
protection. You may even have a bruise
in a foot that has good sole but is tender
and causing the horse some soreness. In
the past a pad was the first choice to
treat these cases. The technology today
has brought forward some products that
can provide another option, particularly
for cases where immediate help is
needed but pulling the shoes and
putting a pad on is not practical. 
There is a product from Vettec that offers
some good options. Equi-Pak is a clear
cushion material that can be put on in a
thin application or used to fill the cavity.
In both cases the foot prep is the same.
This can be done before shoeing but can
also be applied if the shoe is on the foot.
The urethane material has an adhesive
quality that allows it to bond to the sole if
you have prepped the foot carefully.

a. You need to clean the sole area,
removing all dirt and any loose or
chalky sole. This can be done with
the knife and a wirebrush.

b. Make certain you have no areas of
seepage or trapped debris in the
sole or the frog (including thrush!) If
you have an area that appears to
be seeping or damp do not cover it.

c. Using a small wire brush (toothbrush
size), apply a small amount of
denatured alcohol and brush the sole
and frog thoroughly. Make certain that
the foot has ample time to dry - use a
heat gun or hair dryer if necessary.

The foot is now ready for the material.
If you are going to set the foot down,
be certain you have a clean dry
surface to put the foot on. You can
also put some type of "sock" on the
hoof if you have one. At this stage you
don't want to get the sole dirty or
damp again.
Insert the cartridge (label up) and
holding the hoof as level as possible,
begin the application. If you have to
stop for any reason, remember the
material in the tip may set so it's a
good idea to have extra tips close at
hand. Apply the amount of material
you want and wait approximately 60
seconds before setting the foot on the
ground. It's that simple. It can be very
helpful to have someone help you with
the application step as it is often
difficult to get the hoof level and do
the application by yourself. 
Vettec now makes a mesh material that
can be applied with the shoe and will
give you additional help in making sure
the product stays in the foot. Be sure to
allow the material to flow through the
mesh and fill the cavity. Don't run a
light bead across first - it may set
prematurely and keep the material from
completely filling the cavity.
Dan Haussman, a farrier from Illinois,
came up with a very handy method of
applying both Equi-Pak and Equi-
Build. He uses a foam board available
through Vettec (the Vettec Foam Form
is easy to apply and seals and
supports the Vettec products until set).
He keeps these in his truck until he has
a job that needs the product. He does

the hoof prep and then puts the board
on the bottom of the foot (with the
shoe on) and sets the foot down so it
makes even contact with the shoe.
Otherwise the nail heads may hold
the board up and you will have
material escape.  If the area at the
back of the hoof is too tight to insert
the tip you can drill or punch a small
hole the size of the tip in the center of
the board before putting it on the foot. 
Now with the foot up, apply the
material from the back of the hoof or in
the hole you have. If you are concerned
with the flow out the heel area you can
simply build a dam with duct tape. The
material that does seep out is easily
trimmed after it sets. With this foam
board method you can set the foot
down almost immediately. This helps
give some concavity to the material and
keeps it from being flush with the
ground surface of the shoe or worse,
having it create too much pressure. If
you hold the hoof up with this board in
place your material will end up flush
with the ground surface of the shoe.  

Read more articles at www.farrierproducts.com/farrieryARTICLE FROM THE NATURAL ANGLE VOL 5 ISSUE 3

Be sure to like FPD on Facebook at
facebook.com/FarrierProductDistribution, visit the HoofWall™
Blog at farrierproducts.com/blog and subscribe to us on
YouTube youtube.com/FarrierProducts.

SOLE PROTECTION

Equi-pak has been applied -  notice it
is clear, actually making it difficult to
see in this photo.


